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(FOE  BROADCAST  USE  0"LY) 
HOMELIAIvEI-S'   CHAT  Thursday,  Jtuie  1,  1939. 

Subject:   "sm-iGE  GLASS  CURTAINS."     Information  from  Bureau  of  Home  Economics,  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

— ooOoo — 

Mar  qui  set  to  for  glass  cur  tains  is  the  theme  of  today' s  letter  from  our  V/ash- 
ington  ccrrespondvont .     She  says  that  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  is  running  tests 
on  28  different  kinds  of  marquisette,  and  although  the  study  isn't  yet  completed, 
some  of  the  findings  caji  be  mentioned  nov/.     They  are  still  in  time  to  he  applied  "by 
homemakers  who  arc  making  new  summer  curtains. 

Nov;  I'll  road  thu  letter.     She  writes; 

"Liaxquisctto  is  one  of  the  most  popular  materials  for  thin  curtains.     In  good 
qualities,  textile  experts  say,  it  wears  well.     To  find  out  v/hat  actual  window  ser- 
vice can  reasonably  be  expected  from  different  qualities  of  marquisette,  Mrs.  Bess 
Viemont  iviorrison  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  is  testing  28  different  samples  of 
this  fabric,  all  at  the  same  time. 

"Some  of  the  samples  are  all  cotton.  Some  are  part  cotton  and  part  rayon. 
Some  are  all  rayon.  They  vary  conrjiderably  in  weight.  There  are  very  filmy  fine 
ones  that  v/eigh  less  than  three- fourths  of  an  ounce  to  a  square  yard.  Others  are 
medium  weight.    And  there  arc  some  very  heavy  qualities. 

"You  may  v/onder  how  26  samples  of  curtain  mrteriol  can  be  tested  simult- 
aneously,   iv'rs.  iviorriscn  has  solved  that  problem  by  making  up  test  curtains  to  fit 
office  winc^ov/s  in  the  Bui'r:iu.     She  has  sewed  together  half-y-^rd  lengths  of  different 
pieces  of  marquisette  so  tnat  the  curtoins  look  rather  like  patchwork.     There  are 
enougn  duplicate  samples  and  enor-jn  windows  to  test  each  kind  of  fabric  at  the  top 
Part  of  a  wi.idow,  at  the  bottom,  and  in  the  middle.    At  regular  intervals  these  ex- 
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perimental  curtains  are  also  interchanged  from  the  left  side  of  the  windov/s  to  the 
right  and  vice  versa.     This  hrings  the  part  that  hung  near  the  casing  to  the  center 
of  the  wir.dov.'  v/here  the  light  is  strongest. 

"In  this  way  each  sample  of  mpjrquisotte  is  exposed  to  the  same  conditions  of 
sunlight  and  atmospheric  moisture,  also  to  the  same  hoat  and  dust  rising  from  the 
radiators  under  the  windows.    They  hlow  aginst  the  same  kind  of  screens  when  the 
windor.'s  arc  open.  Every  tv^o  months  the  curtains  are  talcen  dorm,  washed  and  dried, 
and  put  up  again.    While  the  study  is  still  going  on  these  laundering  and  usage  tests- 
arc  beginning  to  give  some  interesting  results. 

"They  show,  for  one  thing,  how  much  marquisette  may  "be  expected  to  shrink. 
Mrs.  Morrison  found  that  very  fine  all-cotton  marquisette  shrinks  more  crossv^fise 
than  lengthv'ise.     Several  of  the  40-inch  wide  fabrics  measured  only  32  inches  wide 
after  they  'vere  v/ashed.    You  can  see  what  a  difference  this  crosswise  shrinkage 
iDight  make  in  a  very  v/ide  window.    l\Tiere  the  fullness  in  a  pair  of  curtains  each  40 
inches  wide  might  be  just  right  to  stai^t  with,  they  v/ould  look  skimpy  and  stringy 
by  the  time  they  were  laundered,  if  they  lost  a  total  of  8  inches  on  each  curtain. 
That  v/ould  be  16  inches  across  the  window-  almost  half  a  yard.     So  it's  \/ell  to  keep 
In  mind  the  possibility  of  crosswise  shrinkage  v/hen  buying  or  making  fine  all-cotton 
narquisette  curtains.    Especially  if  you  have  planned  wide  side  hems  or  if  the  win- 
iows  are  extra  wide. 

"The  cotton  and  rayon  mixtures,  and  the  all-rayon  marquisettes,  drev/  up  a 

?reat  deal  more  in  length  th.an  they  shrank  in  v/idth.     Some  of  the  rayon  marquisettes 

shortened  the  equivalent  of  10  to  12  inches  in  a  standard  2-l/4  yard  ready-made 

curtain.    Mrs.  Morrison  suggests  that  if  you  arc  m-^kiing  royon  marquisette  curtains, 

^t's  best  to  start  v/ith  then  very  long,  to  allow  for  this  shrinkage.    Although  glass 

<^tains  are  usually  made  sill-length,  in  the  rnyon  materials  it's  advisable  to  have 

'^^fsa  reach  txie  bottom  of  the  apron  when  new.     There  should  also  be  a  shrinkage  tuck 
^ier  the  casing  or  in  the  curtain  heading.    Even  then,  after  the  tuck 
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is  let  out  and  the  curtains  are  v/ashed,  they  will  probably  just  reach  the  sill. 
The  same  generous  allowance  murt  be  made  v/hen  fitting  ready-made  glass  curtains  of 
rayon  marquisette. 

"I  suggest  that  your  radio  friends  who  plan  to  make  curtains  might  send  to 
the  U.  S.  Dep.tirtment  of  Agriculture  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  1633-F.     I  understand 
there  arc  still  plenty  of  copies  available.     This  publication  not  only  tells  how  to 
tieasure  for  every  kind  of  curtain  and  how  to  make  them.     It  gives  many  little  pro- 
fessional secrets-  such  as  how  to  mike  French  pleats,  how  to  arrange  draw  curtain 
cords,  and  where  each  kind  of  curtain  is  appropria.te. 

"iurs.  Morrison  recommends  drawing  a  thread  before  cutting  out  curtains,  so 

the  fabric  v/ill  hang  absolutely  straight.    And  she  says  to  turn  up  as  much  material 

inside  the  hem  as  the  entire  width  of  the  hem.    Otherwise  when  the  light  shines 

through,  there  will  be  a  line.     In  material  that  shrinks  a  good  deal  a  double  amount 

aight  be  turned  up  inside  the  hem,    Kems  look  better  when  put  in  by  hand.  Selvages 

of  the  sides  of  sheer  materials  often  shrink  differently  from  the  main  paxt  of  the 

curtain.     So  it  is  better  to  cut  them  off  and  hem  the  edges. 

"Here  are  some  suggestions  on  washing  marquisette  curtains.    Make  a  heavy 

suds  with  neutral  soap  .-md  lulcewarra  water.    Put  the  curtains  in  a  pillow-slip  or  net 

tag,  not  more  than  two  pairs  at  a  time.    Before  putting  them  into  the  v;arm  suds,  wet 

them  in  cool  water.    Hot  water  would  set  the  dirt.    Rinse  in  at  least  three  rinse 

liters,  at  lukewarm  temperature.    Add  a  little  starch  to  the  last  rinse  water. 

"Instead  of  hanging  out  marquisette  curtains,  roll  them  up  in  a  towel  and  ircn 
them  while  still  damp.     If  you  put  them  on  curtain  stretchers  v;ith  pins,  the  edges 
'ill  dry  in  scallops.     If  you  hang  them  up  at  the  window  pjid  put  a  curtain  rod  in  the 
bottom,  the  marquisette  may  shrink  more  crosswise." 

That  concludes  today's  V/ashington  letter.    Again,  the  number  of  the  curtain 
°^letin  is  1633-F,-  T/indow  Cxirtaining. 


